
LowTraffic
Neighbourhoods
Information for residents

Traffic on UK roads has
doubled since the 1980s,

and with sat-navs on
every mobile phone,
drivers now use routes
through streets they
couldn’t find before. This
has led to more traffic
past houses, and with it
pollution, noise and
sometimes it’s even hard
to cross the road.

Myths & facts

Yes. All representative surveys showmost people
favour reducing traffic and more space for walking &
cycling, e.g. the DfT/Kantar 2020 survey shows 79% in
favour. But consultations attract objections from those
who want to keep cut-throughs, and sometimes poll-
rigging.

Do people like

LowTraffic

Neighbourhoods?

Overall, no. Within an LTN people walk and cycle
more, and traffic reduces up to 50%. Traffic on
‘boundary roads’ can increase where there was lots of
cut-through traffic, but only by a few percent on roads
built for more traffic, and even this can be lowered by
wider traffic reduction schemes.

Do LTNs
increase traffic?

No. Despite misleading stories on social media, data
from fire and ambulance services shows no evidence
for increased delays. In fact several ambulance trusts
support LTNs for their health benefits.

Do LTNs delay
emergency
services?

Disabled people have diverse needs, so impacts will
vary. While LTNs make some car journeys a few
minutes longer, for many this will be outweighed by
the benefits of easier and safer travel bywalking,
wheelchair and mobility scooter.

Do LTNs make it
hard for disabled
people to get
around?

What next?

To find out more, get in touch with us
on: ltn@cohsat.org.uk.

Streets are managed by Oxfordshire
County Council. You can contact your
County Councillor or check
consultations at oxfordshire.gov.uk

This leaflet is produced by the
Oxfordshire Coalition for Healthy
Streets and Active Travel (CoHSAT).

LowTraffic
Neighbourhoods remove
cut-through traffic,
making streets:

safer

more inclusive

For further info & sources for the
stats in this leafet, see:
cohsat.org.uk/low-traffic-
neighbourhoods-evidence

healthier



People walk and cycle
more (over 2 hours a
week in a London study)

Road casualties are
reduced (halving in a
study of 72 LTNs)

Street crime is reduced

Local shops get more
business

Injury risk – Drivers cutting through
residential areas intent on saving
time rather than being careful.

Air pollution – Toxins that cause
heart and lung disease come from
exhausts, tyres and brake pads.

Inactivity – Britain’s obesity and
inactivity levels are among the
highest in Europe. In Oxfordshire,
26% of adults and 42% of children
don’t meet NHS activity guidelines.

Climate change – Transport is now
the biggest greenhouse gas source
in the UK.

Congestion – Traffic growth causes
problems for all road users,
including buses which use valuable
road space much more efficiently.

Inequality – These burdens fall
hardest on the poorest in society.
Most people on the lowest incomes
don’t have a car, but are more likely
to suffer from pollution or loss of
services close to home.

These problems are getting worse
as people buy more and bigger cars
and get more home deliveries.

Traffic growth brings
many problems for
residents:

As the Government put it: “trying to
squeeze more cars and delivery
vans on the same roads and hoping
for the best is not going to work”.

Fortunately, there’s a solution to
these problems. It isn’t new, but it’s
been given the new name of ‘Low
Traffic Neighbourhoods’ (LTNs).
LTNs remove harmful cut-through
traffic, and encourage people to
walk and cycle on safer streets, but
still allow vehicle access to homes.

An LTN is a residential area that
you can drive in and out of, but not
through. Every home, shop and
business can be reached by car, but
traffic filters prevent ‘rat-running’. An
LTN is typically about half-a-mile
across and might contain 12-20
streets, with 3 or 4 ‘boundary roads’
on the edge.

A good LTN is not just a motor traffic
reduction scheme but will make it
easier to get around in other ways:
routes to school for children, better
road crossings and pavements for
disabled people, cycle routes linking
LTNs and roads to shopping and
workplaces, improved access to
public transport and local facilities.

Bymaking it safer, easier and more
pleasant to walk and cycle, almost
everyone benefits from an LTN.

See overleaf for a link to sources of
stats on the benefits of LTNs.

What is a LowTraffic
Neighbourhood?

Do they stop you
getting places?

No. All addresses remain accessible
by car, and anyone using a bicycle,
wheelchair or walking can pass
through the traffic filters.

Traffic
pollution stunts
lung growth in

Oxford children
by up to

14%

What are the benefits?




